
From: NIGEL 

Sent: 05 January 2016 12:56 
To: townclerk@pocklington.gov.uk 

Cc: Mathew.Buckley@eastriding.gcsx.gov.uk 
Subject: Re Town (Parish) Meeting 6th january 2016 

Importance: High 
  

Mr Richard WOOD - Town Clerk - Pocklington Town Council 

 
Cc: Mr Mathew BUCKLEY - Monitoring Officer - East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
 

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 

 

Richard, 

 

I am a citizen-journalist. I contribute articles, on a voluntary (unpaid) basis, to the North 

Yorks Enquirer. 

 

According to the Pocklington Post of Thursday 31st December 2015, Pockligton Town 

Council has called a Town (Parish) Meeting for Wednesday 6th January 2016, ostensibly to 

discuss the Boxing Day floods. 

 

As of 6:00am this morning (Tuesday 5th January 2016), no Notice/Agenda for the above-

mentioned meeting appears on the Pocklington Town Council Noticeboard. 

 

As of 11:00am this morning (Tuesday 5th January 2016), no Notice/Agenda appears, as far as 

I can discern, anywhere on the Town Council's website ( http://www.pocklington.gov.uk/ ) .  

 

The list of 'Upcoming Events' [January 2016] displayed on the Town Council's website ( 

http://www.pocklington.gov.uk/ ) makes no reference to the Town/Parish Meeting. No event 

of any kind is listed for Wednesday 6th January 2016. 

 

I draw your attention to the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, para. 15, which I 

reproduce here for your convenience of reference: 

15 (1) A parish meeting may be convened by— 

  

                                (a) the chairman of the parish council, or 

  

                                (b) any two parish councillors for the parish, or 

  

                                (c) where there is no parish council, the chairman of the parish meeting or any person 
representing the parish on the district council, or 
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                                (d) any six local government electors for the parish. 

  

                (2) Not less than seven clear days, or, in a case falling within sub-paragraph (3) below, not less 
than fourteen clear days, before a parish meeting, public notice of the meeting shall be given, specifying 
the time and place of the intended meeting and the business to be transacted at the meeting, and signed 
by the person or persons convening the meeting. 

  

                (3) The fourteen-day period of notice specified in sub-paragraph (2) above is applicable if any 
business proposed to be transacted at a parish meeting relates to— 

  

                (a) the establishment or dissolution of a parish council, or 

  

                (b) the grouping of the parish with another parish or parishes under a common parish council. 

  

(4) Public notice of a parish meeting shall be given— 

  

                (a) by posting a notice of the meeting in some conspicuous place or places in the parish, and 

  

                (b) in such other manner, if any, as appears to the person or persons convening the meeting to be 
desirable for giving publicity to the meeting. 

 

I draw your particular attention to the passages marked in red type, above. 

 

It is evident that your intended Town (Parish) Meeting of 6th January 2016 is not lawfully 

convened. 

 

There are only 6 clear days between Boxing Day 2015 and Wednesday 6th January 2016. 

('Clear days' means not including the date of publication and not including the date of the 

intended Meeting). 

 

Between Thursday 31st December 2015 (the date upon which the intended Own (Parish) 

Meeting was announced in the Pocklington Post) and 6th January 2016, there are only two 

clear days - Monday 4th and Tuesday 6th January 2016. 

 

Clearly, the requirement that the Town Council publish Notice 7 (seven) clear days in 

advance of any intended Town (Parish) Meeting has not been met. 

 

It will therefore not be possible for the Town (Parish) Meeting to take place at 7:00pm on 6th 



January 2015. 

 

Further, I attach a screenshot of the FaceBook Pocklington Community Page. 

 

I draw your attention to the interchange between (Councillor) Andy STRANGEWAY and 

(Councillor)Dee SHARP. It is apparent from the exchange that Dee SHARP (who I am 

informed is a Pocklingtion Town Councillor and an East Riding of Yorkshire Councillor has 

been wittingly evasive on the subject of any Notice/Agenda for the projected Town (Parish) 

Meeting of 6th January 2016. This is highly inappropriate and, in fact, disrespectful conduct 

by a Town and County Councillor (Dee SHARP) to a Parish Councillor (Andy 

STRANGEWAY), and to the general membership/readership of the FaceBook Pocklington 

Community Page and the wider public. I anticipate the likelihood that a Formal Complaint 

will be made against Councillor Dee SHARP under the terms of the Councillors' Code of 

Conduct.  

 

Please provide me with a copy of the PTC Complaints Procedure, by return. Thank you.  

 

It would appear to be the case - at least according to the Hull Daily Mail website article of 

2nd July 2015 ( http://www.hulldailymail.co.uk/Councillor-described-election-leaflet-

8216/story-26816121-detail/story.html ) - that Councillor Dee SHARP has in the past been 

the subject of allegations to the effect that she has wittingly misled the electorate regarding 

her self-proclaimed "successful" business career resulting in £60,000 debt to HMRC and her 

concomitant disqualification from company directorship for three-and-a-half years. 

 

From another perspective, I would urge the Town Council to inform both the East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council and the Environment Agency, with appropriate apologies, that it would be 

imprudent for either body to delegate representatives to attend any unlawfully convened 

Town (Parish) Meeting held under the auspices of Pocklington Town Council intended to 

address such sensitive issues at a such a sensitive time. I would also urge you to inform 

Councillors and members of the public that tomorrow's intended Town (Parish) Meeting will 

not be able to take place due to an administrative error.  

 

Please note that I have included Mr Mathew BUCKLEY - Monitoring Officer of East Riding 

of Yorkshire Council - into this email (Cc:). I rely on you both, each respectively, to provide 

a 'read-receipt' for this email. Thank you. 

 

I await your immediate assurance that no Town (Parish) Meeting will take place on 

Wednesday 6th January 2016 and that any subsequently scheduled Town (Parish) Meeting 

will be convened lawfully, with the requisite 7 (seven) clear days between publication of any 

Notice/Agenda and the date of any such Town (Parish) Meeting. 

 

I reserve the right to share my correspondence with Pocklington Town Council, its members 

and staff, with whomsever I please, and to publish it, in whole or in part, into the public 

domain at my own prerogative. 

 

Yours, with kind regards, 

 

Nigel 
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On 05/01/2016 14:40, Pocklington Town Council wrote: 
To Nigel. The flood meeting is an invitation to shop keepers and residents who were affected by the 
floods on Boxing Day to give  views on their experiences. And look at our emergency procedures.  It 
is not a council meeting. 

  
Richard Wood 
(Town Clerk)   
 
 

 

 
From: NIGEL  

Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 2016 4:38 PM 

To: Pocklington Town Council  
Cc: Mathew.Buckley@eastriding.gcsx.gov.uk ; enquiries@ernllca.info ; Andy STRANGEWAY ; 

daniel.willers@jpress.co.uk ; news@westwoldsradio.co.uk  
Subject: Re: Re Town (Parish) Meeting 6th january 2016 

  
Mr Richard WOOD - Town Clerk - Pocklington Town Council 
 
Cc: Mr Mathew BUCKLEY - Monitoring Officer - East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
 
IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
 
Richard, 
 
Thank you for your email. 
 
I would urge you to consider the requirements of the LGA72. 
 
In my view: 
 
Any meeting called under the auspices of a Town (or Parish) Council is either (a) an Ordinary 
Meeting (monthly), or (b) an Extraordinary Meeting, or (c) the Annual Town Meeting 
(normally convened in May), or (d) any other Town Meeting, convened by either (i) the 
Chair (Mayor), or (ii) two (or more) elected Members (Councillors) or (iii) six members of the 
electorate. 
 
Clearly, the meeting called for Wednesday 6th January 2016 does not fall into categories (a), 
(b) or (c). 
 
It should be noted that it is not within the gift of a Town (or Parish) Clerk to convene, under 
the auspices of his/her Council, a public meeting, or indeed a meeting of any kind. 
 
It follows that the public meeting called for Wednesday 6th January 2016 can only have 
been called by either (i) the Chair (Mayor), or (ii) two (or more) elected Members 
(Councillors) or (iii) six members of the electorate. In virtue of this fact, the Meeting called 
for Wednesday 6th January 2016 would have to be a Town Meeting - category (d) - subject, 
of course, to the requirements of the Act - including the requirement to publish Notice in a 
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such a manner as to assure the 7 (seven) clear days requirement. 
 
As such, 7 (clear) days between the date of publication of Notice/Agenda and the date of 
the intended meeting have not elapsed and the meeting is therefore not lawfully convened. 
 
I take my position from a careful perusal of both the LGA72 and Charles ARNOLD-BAKER's 
'Local Council Administration'. 
 
You would appear to hold another opinion. It would be helpful if you would kindly indicate 
in what respects your view differs from mine. 
 
In particular, you speak of "an invitation to shop-keepers and residents". May I enquire: 
1) who authorised this "invitation"? 
 
2) what form did the "invitation" take (i.e. email, letter, press release, web-site 
announcement, etc)? 
 
3) was the "invitation" issued under the auspices of the Town Council (i.e. on Council 
letterheading, by Council email, refencing which email address and/or telephone number, 
etc)? 
 
4) was the "invitation" issued with the full knowledge and authorisation of the Council? If 
so, where will I find that minuted? 
 
5) please may I see a copy of the "invitation"?  
 
6) if, as you maintain, the "invitation" is not an "invitation" extended by the Council to 
attend a public meeting (i.e. "an invitation to shop-keepers and residents"), who, in your 
view, has the right (a) to open the meeting?, (b) to chair the meeting?, (c) to minute the 
meeting, and (d) to close the meeting?  
Please be clear that I am requesting specific and transparent answers to these six numbered 
questions (including (a) - (d) of question 6). 
 
Clearly, if the answers to these few questions provide support to my point of view, it will 
necessitate the postponement of the meeting until such time as the legal requirements are 
met. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nigel 
 

 


