
COUNTY DURHAM FLAG UNFURLING  

 

Opening Speech – Andy Strangeway  

 

I would like to welcome the Lord- Lieutenant, the Chairman of Durham County Council, the 

Mayors of Hartlepool and Darlington, the Dean of Durham Cathedral, Ladies and Gentlemen 

to the unfurling of the County Durham flag.  

 

The idea for a County Durham flag was born at the occasion of the unfurling of the North 

Riding flag on Saturday 4 May 2013 following a conversation between myself and 

Councillor Charlton. 

 

Until today, County Durham was the only county of the ten Northern counties of England 

without a flag. The competition to select a County Durham flag attracted 34 designs from 

which a judging panel then selected six for a public vote.  

 

I appreciate that there has been much confusion as to the boundary of County Durham, 

following the boundary changes of 1974. However, these changes and those since are purely 

administrative. The County Durham boundary is the same today as it has been for over 1,000 

years, from the River Tees to the River Tyne including Durham, Hartlepool, Stockton- on-

Tees, Darlington, Sunderland and Gateshead. 

 

The County Durham flag is a free, public symbol for all to use, especially on 20th March 

each year which is not only County Durham Day but also St Cuthbert’s birthday. 

 

Councillor Charlton quite rightly raised a very important question when she asked “How 

much will the flag cost to establish?” I confirmed at the very beginning that establishing a 

flag would not cost County Durham folk a penny, and I am pleased to confirm that this has 

been achieved. Not only has it not cost a penny, I am pleased to say that the Association of 

British Counties has kindly donated 50 flags to County Durham folk. These flags are due to 

arrive in late November. I will share half of the flags with those who have assisted in 

establishing the County Durham flag and distribute the remainder on a first come first served 

basis.  

 

Once the new flags become available, I will announce how the free ones can be accessed and 

where others can be purchased. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for their kind support. It has been a privilege and an 

honour to help the folk of County Durham establish their own flag. 

 

I would now like to ask James Moffatt, who along with his twin daughters Katie and Holly, 

designed the flag, to unfurl the first County Durham flag.    

 


