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Address by Michael Faul, the designer of the West Riding Flag. (Read at the 

unfurling by Ian Sumner.) 

THE FLAG OF THE WEST RIDING 

 

In 1986, when my family and I settled in York, I had no idea of how much the county 

would come to influence me.  Today I am proud to call myself a Yorkshireman, even 

though I was born in County Durham and grew up in Africa.  Somehow the county 

simply gets into the mind and the blood and, once there, remains firmly in place. 

 

Some years ago I designed a flag which I hoped would eventually become the flag of 

the historic county of Yorkshire.  It was essentially the same as the flag now adopted 

for the West Riding. 

 

The red cross on white is the basic pattern of the Cross of St George, the flag of 

England.  In this case, the upright is off-centre, in the pattern of Scandinavian flags.  

This recalls the Vikings and the great influence they have had on the place-names, the 

dialect and even the countryside of the county.  At the meeting of the cross is a white 

rose, traditionally the emblem of the Yorkists during the so-called Wars of the Roses.  

The form of the rose, in the centre of a radiant sun, was one of the badges of King 

Edward IV, the first Yorkist King of England.  It was also used by his successors, 

Edward V and Richard III. 

 

As a whole design, the flag represents Yorkshire as a principal county of England, 

proud and remembering of its heritage, and extending a warm welcome to all who 

come here.  Since arriving in York, these are the examples which have most affected 

me and which I am happy to see now in the fully accepted flag of the West Riding. 

 

Thank you 

 

Michael Faul 


