
NORTH RIDING FLAG UNFURLING  

 

Opening Speech – Andy Strangeway  
 

I would like to welcome the Deputy Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, the Vice-Chairman 

of Durham Council, the Vice-Chairman of North Yorkshire Council, the Mayor of Stockton-

on-Tees Council, Ladies and Gentlemen to the unfurling of the North Riding flag.  

I am going to share with you some of the background as to how the North Riding flag came 

to be.  

 

Legislation regards flag flying changed in September 2012 and defined the flags that  

could be flown as:  

 

“The flag of the Black Country, East Anglia, Wessex, any Part of Lincolnshire, any Riding 

of Yorkshire or any historic county within the United Kingdom.”  

 

As no such flags existed for the Ridings of Yorkshire I took this as an open invitation and 

launched competitions for flags for all three Ridings.  

 

Yorkshire has existed for over a thousand years and is defined as the Three Ridings and 

the City of York. Today Yorkshire is administered by 20 separate Councils. The North 

Riding is administered by 6 different Councils of which 3 are represented here today: North 

Yorkshire, Durham and Stockton-on-Tees.  

 

The unfurling of the North Riding flag has been given greater relevance following the 

statement on April 23 2013 by Local Government Secretary Eric Pickles 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/eric-pickles-celebrate-st-george-and-englands-

traditional-counties when he asserted that England’s historic and traditional counties still 

exist and that he will encourage local residents to continue to champion such local identities.  

 

The North Riding flag will most certainly do this as a flag for the North Riding is a free, 

public symbol for all to use that will:  

 

. Raise recognition and awareness of the North Riding  

. Express the pride in the local community  

. Celebrate the cultural heritage of the North Riding  

 

After the unfurling everyone is welcome to join me on a walk to Tyke’s Way, the most 

northerly point of the North Riding and Yorkshire, to fly the flag. The walk is approximately 

6km in length. 
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