
EAST RIDING FLAG UNFURLING 

 

Opening Speech – Andy Strangeway 

 

I would like to welcome the Lord- Lieutenant, Vice Chairman of the East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council, Chairman of North Yorkshire County Council, Ladies and Gentlemen to 

the unfurling of the East Riding flag. 

 

I am going to share with you some of the background as to how the East Riding flag came to 

be. 

 

As an adventurer my hobby is sleeping in remote locations of the UK. Last year I completed 

a challenge to sleep on the summits of all 52 counties of England and Wales. If a county had 

a registered flag I took it with me to the respective summit. Whilst undertaking this adventure 

I decided that for 2013 my adventures should be based in Yorkshire. 

 

After giving this some thought I decided that my main adventure for 2013 would be to walk 

the East Riding boundary with the East Riding flag. Unfortunately there was no East Riding 

flag. Legislation regards flag flying changed in September 2012 and defined the flags that 

could be flown as:  

 

“The flag of the Black Country, East Anglia, Wessex, any Part of Lincolnshire, any Riding of 

Yorkshire or any historic county within the United Kingdom. 

 

I took this as an open invitation and on 7
th

 January I launched an East Riding flag competition 

on BBC Radio Humberside. I received 17 entries from which judges selected 6 for the public 

to vote on. What we are about to unfurl today is the result of that public vote. 

 

Yorkshire has existed for over a thousand years and is divided into four parts: The East, 

North and West Ridings and the City of York. Today Yorkshire is administered by 19 

different Councils. The East Riding is administered by 4 different Councils: East Riding of 

Yorkshire; Hull; York and North Yorkshire.  

A flag for the East Riding is a free, public symbol for all to use that will: 

 Raise recognition and awareness of the East Riding 

 Express the pride in our local community 

 Celebrate the cultural heritage of our corner of the country 

If anyone would like to join me on my walk around the East Riding boundary with the East 

Riding flag I invite them to contact me.  


